University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

8-11-1988

Notes: Latin American Nations In Arrears On
Contributions To United Nations
John Neagle

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Neagle, John. "Notes: Latin American Nations In Arrears On Contributions To United Nations." (1988).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/2227

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 074442
ISSN: 1060-4189

Notes: Latin American Nations In Arrears On Contributions
To United Nations
by John Neagle
Category/Department: General
Published: Thursday, August 11, 1988
At present, member countries of the United Nations in arrears on annual contributions owe
about $732 million. Brazil, Argentina and Mexico rank among the UN's seven largest debtors.
According to UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar, the organization is experiencing a
severe financial crisis precisely when the UN plans to undertake mediation of the Iran-Iraq war,
considered one of the most important diplomatic efforts of its history. As of Aug. 8, Latin American
nations were behind in payment of contributions a total $44 million. Other major debtors include
the US, Soviet Union, South Africa, Iran, Venezuela, Cuba, Peru, and Chile. Countries which stand
out because they are paid up include: Japan ($78 million per year); France ($50 million); Australia
($12 million), and Canada ($22 million). Only three Latin American and Caribbean nations are
current on payments to the UN: Haiti, Belice, and the Bahamas. A Latin American diplomat who
requested anonymity told AFP that the "content" of Latin American arrears was quite distinct
from the UN's biggest debtor, the US. In effect, he said, Washington suspended part of its legal
contributions to the UN in early 1985, as a means to obtain changes in UN administrative and
political functions. President Reagan and the US Congress argued that the UN was wasting financial
resources by supporting an inefficient bureaucracy. In addition, the General Assembly tended to
approve resolutions contrary to US policies. When East Bloc nations cast votes similar to other
blocs formed by Arab countries, or African countries, for instance, the US and its allies are easily
outvoted. In contrast, the diplomat said, late payment by Latin American countries is essentially
caused by the foreign debt crisis, which has left them with inadequate foreign exchange. He added
that the arrears were not the result of an attempt to castigate the UN in any way. Fred Eckhard,
a spokesperson associated with the Secretary General's office, said that in accordance with UN
regulations, a country loses the right to vote in the General Assembly when its arrears reach a total
of two years' contributions. According to available statistics, eight Latin American countries appear
to have qualified for losing the right to vote in the Assembly. However, Eckhard said that the rule
is not automatically applied, and generally a political solution is preferred, such as occurred in the
case of the Soviet Union in the 1960s. An unnamed UN employee told AFP that in reality it would be
difficult for a country like the US to lose its right to vote. He explained that if the US failed to make
its contributions for a two-year period, the United Nations would experience bankruptcy before the
sanction could be imposed. (Basic data from AFP, 07/08/88)
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